SAIP to expedite development of agro-industry
The Institute for Small and Medium Enterprise Sabah (IPKS) will launch two projects next year in an effort to encourage local people to venture into the agro-industry in the state.

According to the Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry, Datuk Abdul Rahim Ismail, whose ministry oversees the IPKS, the projects are the setting up of an outlet to collect, promote local fruit products and opening of a factory to process Mengkudu juice and other local fruits.

The two projects will be undertaken by IPKS’ subsidiary, Borneo Natural Products Sdn. Bhd.

“We hope this will inspire the local people to become agropreneurs in line with the aspiration of the government to produce more entrepreneurs who can develop new sources of income,” said Datuk Rahim.

He said this in his opening address before chairing the 5th meeting of the SAIP Inter-Agency Coordination Committee (SICC) held at the IDS Conference Room in Kota Kinabalu on 29 December 2004.  IDS is secretariat to the SICC, which is entrusted with the responsibility of expediting the implementation of the Sabah Agro-Industrial Precinct (SAIP).

Datuk Rahim, who is also the chairman of the SICC, said SAIP is an important project established in line with the state government’s Halatuju agenda to develop the agriculture sector.

“The state government, in particular the Chief Minister realizes the importance of SAIP to expedite the development of the agro-industry in the state.  As such, the SAIP project has been included in the Ninth Malaysia Plan,” he said.

The minister said SAIP would spur the development of the agro-industry in Sabah including agro-biotechnology.  In line with this, he said the state government had already set up a Working Group on Biotechnology Research, Development and Applications to look into ways of creating a dynamic and vibrant bio-industry driven by biotechnology.
Datuk Rahim said the Halatuju gives emphasis to the development of the bio-industry as the state is blessed with abundant biodiversity.  “There are vast opportunities in the bio-industry especially the agro-biotechnology sector, and efforts of Working Group on Biotechnology Research, Development and Applications are being coordinated by the SICC,” he added.

Datuk Rahim said it was very important for the SICC and other relevant committees to synergise efforts in order to realize the Halatuju agenda particularly in the development of the agriculture sector. – Hasnah Samsudin
USAHA MENINGKATKAN PENDAPATAN MASYARAKAT INDIGENOUS
Salah satu daripada Halatuju Kerajaan negeri yang utama adalah untuk membangun dan memperbaiki taraf hidup masyarakat indigenous terutamanya di kawasan luar Bandar.  Justeru, pelbagai aktiviti ekonomi dan sosial telah banyak diwujudkan untuk tujuan ini.

Setiap tahun Kerajaan Persekutuan memperuntukkan sejumlah wang melalui bajet tahunan bagi menyedia dan memperbaiki kemudahan intrastruktur, pembangunan industri kecil-kecilan seperti Projek Satu Daerah Satu Produk, Projek Usahawan Bumiputera, Gerakan Wawasan dan sebagainya.
Dalam konteks negeri Sabah, Kerajaan Negeri telah memperuntukkan bajet pembangunan sejumlah RM444.17 juta dalam bajet 2004 bagi memantapkan tahap ekonomi negeri.

Pada dasarnya, Kerajaan Persekutuan dan Kerajaan Negeri melalui kementerian mahupun agensi-agensinya seperti Kementerian Pembangunan Luar Bandar (KPLB), Jabatan Pertanian, Jabatan Perikanan, Jabatan Perkhidmatan Haiwan dan Perusahaan Ternak, Korporasi Pembangunan Desa dan sebagainya sentiasa berganding bahu dalam mengetengahkan pelbagai kemahiran untuk dipraktikkan oleh masyarakat indigenous di luar bandar.  Kemudahan kredit turut disediakan oleh Kerajaan yang disalurkan melalui TEKUN, Yayasan Usaha Maju, Bank Pertanian Malaysia dan lain-lain agensi dalam usaha membantu melahirkan lebih ramai usahawan bumiputera dalam industri yang berpotensi.

Masyarakat indigenous di Sabah yang mendominasi sebahagian besar penduduk luar bandar mempunyai kebolehan dan kepakaran dalam bidang tradisional seperti pertanian, periakan dan sebagainya dan masih kaya dengan kebudayaan asli yang masih menjadi pegangan sehingga kini.  Aset-aset seperti ini mampu dikembangkan dalam menjana sumber pendapatan mereka seandainya mendapat suntikan idea dan kemahiran mengusaha dan seterusnya membangunkannya sebagai satu sumber ekonomi mereka.

Justeru itu masyarakt indigenous haruslah berani melangkah ke hadapan untuk menyahut cabaran membantu Kerajaan merealisasikan matlamat mereka iaitu membangun dan memajukan kawasan luar bandar di Negeri Sabah serta membebaskan diri dari belenggu kemiskinan.
Bagi menyahut usaha kerajaan, Institut Kajian Pembangunan Sabah telah mengambil inisiatif untuk menganjurkan siri seminar di tiga buah daerah di Sabah iaitu daerah Kudat, Ranau dan Tambunan.  Seminar ini telah dijayakan dengan kerjasama Korporasi Pembangunan Desa dan Institut Perusahaan Kecil dan Sederhana dan dibiayai sepenuhnya oleh Yayasan Konrad Adenauer Jerman.
Objektif utama seminar ini antara lain adalah untuk menyebarkan maklumat mengenai peluang dan bantuan yang disediakan oleh Kerajaan khususnya kepada golongan indigenous; meningkatkan kesedaran di kalangan kumpulan indigenous di kawasan luar bandar terhadap program-program pembangunan Kerajaan; dan mendedahkan kumpulan indigenous kepada peluang-peluang berasaskan sumber yang dimiliki.

Siri seminar ini bermula di daerah Kudat pada 13 Julai 2004 bertempat di Kudat Golf & Marina Resort.  Seminar sehari ini telah dirasmikan oleh Timbalan Ketua Menteri merangkap Menteri Pembangunan Luar Bandar Sabah, Datuk Seri Panglima Joseph Pairin Datuk Kitingan.  Dalam ucaptama yang disampaikan, beliau menyatakan kerajaan melalui jabatan dan agensi yang terlibat sentiasa bekerjasama memantau dan mengkaji segala pendekatan dan pelaksanaan program pembangunan yang sedang dijalankan agar matlamat mewujudkan keseimbangan pembangunan antara kawasan bandar dan luar bandar akan tercapai.  Menurut beliau lagi matlamat utama rancangan pembangunan luar bandar adalah meningkatkan taraf hidup rakyat secara menyeluruh, terutamanyua di luar bandar dan seterusnya mengurangkan bilangan isi rumah miskin dan termiskin.

Masyarakat indigenous turut diseru agar mengambil peluang daripada program-program pembangunan disediakan oleh Kerajaan Persekutuan seperti Kredit Mikro Desa yang memperuntukkan sejumlah satu bilion ringgit pada tahun 2004 di bawah Bank Pertanian Malaysia (BPM) bagi menggerakkan kegiatan ekonomi desa dan membantu pengusaha kecil di kampung memajukan perusahaan mereka.  Tambah beliau, usaha kerajaan telah membuahkan hasil dengan kejayaan pembangunan dan kemajuan beberapa produk industri desa di zon pantai Barat Utara Sabah seperti pembuatan gong di kampung Sumangkap dan penghasilan kraf tangan dan manik di Kg Tinangol.
Sebanyak lima kertas kerja telah dibentangkan dalam seminar tersebut iaitu:  Halatuju Pembangunan Daerah Kudat oleh Encik Sebastian Lim Pegawai Daerah dan Encik Mohd Najib Muntok, Penolong Pegawai Daerah kudat; Potensi Industri Makanan Berasaskan Produk-produk Perikanan oleh Puan Patricia Vera Komilus, Penolong Pegawai Perikanan, Unit Pengembangan dan Latihan, Cawangan Marin, Jabatan Perikanan; Potensi Hasil Tempatan:  Produk Hilian Kelapa oleh Encik Nilus Kalitu, Pegawai Penyelidik, Stesen Kelapa Menumbok, Jataban Pertanian; Peluang Pelaburan Dalam Industri Pelancongan dan Kejayaan Perlaksanaan Program Surat Kampung Satu Industri oleh Encik Patrick Mojinun, Penolong Pegawai Daerah Kecil Matunggong dan Mengkomersialkan Resipi Tradisi Melalui Penggunaan Sumber Tempatan oleh Puan Hajah Dayang Rayanih Hj Awang Hamit, Pegawai Pertanian (Pembangunan Keluarga Tani), Seksyen Keusahawanan dan Komersialisasi, Jabatan Pertanian.
Siri kedua seminar telah diadakan di daerah Ranau pada 24 Ogos 2004 bertempat di Hotel Perkasa Kundasang.  Seminar ini telah dirasmikan oleh Tan Sri Bernard Giluk Dompok, Menteri di Jabatan Perdana Menteri.  Dalam ucaptama yang disampaikan oleh Tan Sri Bernard menggesa agar golongan indigenous akan memnafaatkan peluang melalui program-program pembangunan berlandaskan Halatuju yang memberi tumpuan utama dalam sektor pertanian, pelancongan dan pembuatan dalam usaha meningkatkan pendapatan mereka.  Di samping itu golongan indigenous di daerah Ranau digesa agar mengusahakan tanah secara produktif dan tidak menjualnya sebagai jalan mudah mendapatkan keuntungan singkat.

Sebanyak lima kertas kerja telah dibentangkan iaitu: Halatuju Pembangunan Daerah Ranau oleh Encik Amri Suratman, Pegawai Daerah Ranau; Peluang, Isu dan Masalah Tanaman Organik oleh Encik Willibrord Gom, Pengurus Kumpulan, Korporasi Pembangunan Desa; ’Homestay’ Dalam Industri Pelancongan:  Perancangan, Pengurusan dan Promosi oleh Cik Mary Malangking, Penolog Setiausaha, Kementerian Pelancongan, Kebudayaan dan Alam Sekitar; Program Pembangunan Tanaman oleh Puan Rusnani Ahmad, Pegawai Pertanian (Khidmat Nasihat dan Pelaburan), Jabatan Pertanian dan Potensi Industri Bunga di Sabah oleh Encik Jain Linton, Pegawai Penyelidik, Taman Pertanian Lagud Sebrang, Tenom.
Sementara itu, siri ketiga seminar telah dianjurkan di daerah Tambunan pada 9 Disember 2004 bertempat di Tambunan Village Resort Centre.  Seminar yang dihadiri oleh lebih sembilan puluh orang peserta telah dirasmikan oleh Datuk Seri Panglima Joseph Pairin Kitingan, Timbalan Ketua Menteri merangkap Menteri Pembangunan Luar Bandar Sabah.
Datuk Jospeh Pairin menggesa agar golongan indigenous di daerah Tambunan dapat mengeksploitasi dan menerokai sumber-sumber semula jadi yang terdapat di daerah tersebut.  Ini termasuklah memajukan kawasan pelancongan yang seida wujud seperti Banjaran Trus Madi dan air Terjun Mahua dan memaksimumkan peranan tamu dan pusat kraftangan di daerah itu sebagai pusat pemasaran dan tarikan pelancongan di daerah itu.

Beliau turut memberi galakan kepada penduduk luar bandar untuk melakukan kerja-kerja sampingan seprti pengeluaran hasil kraftangan, pembuatan parang dan menceburi bidang homestay untuk menambah pendapatan mereka, di samping mempelajari kaedah-kaedah pemasaran terkini agar mampu bersaing sehingga ke peringkat antarabangsa.
Lima kertas kerja yang telah dibentangkan iaitu Halatuju Pembangunan Daerah Tambunan:  oleh Encik Thomas Angor, Pegawai Daerah Tambunan; Tanaman yang Berpotensi di Daerah Tambunan oleh Encik Oswald J. Masital, Penolong Pegawai Pertanian, Jabatan Pertanian Tambunan, Potensi Akuakultur Air Tawar dan Sistem Tagal oleh Encik Jephrin Wong, Ketua Cawangan Perikanan Darat, Jabatan Perikanan; Peranan FAMA Dalam Pemasaran Hasil Pertanian dan Produk Berasaskan Pertanian oleh Encik Mohammad Shukri @ Doel Majalin, Penolong Pegawai Ehwal Ekonomi, FAMA Sabah dan Integrasi Pelancongan Antara ’Homestay’ Kebudayaan Tempatan dan Pemasarannya oleh Encik Tinus Manggam @ Masili, Penolong Pegawai Tadbir Bahagian Pelancongan dan Penyelidikan, Kementerian Pelancongan, Kebudayaan dan Alam Sekitar Sabah.
Ketiga-tiga siri seminar ini secara menyeluruh mendapat sambutan yang amat menggalakkan daripada peserta yang terdiri daripada wakil-wakil dari kementerian negeri dan persekutuan, jabatan dan agensi kerajaan, Jawatankuasa Kemajuan Kampung, Ketua Kampung, petani, pengusaha, usahawan dan Badan-badan bukan Kerajaan.  Peserta berpendapat bahawa seminar ini dianjurkan bertepatan dengan aspirasi negeri Sabah yang sedang mengorak langkah dalam merealisasikan Halatuju Negeri Sabah.
Para Peserta juga mengharapkan agar usaha sebegini akan dapat diteruskan pada masa akan datang bagi membolehkan penyaluran maklumat dan persefahaman diantara kerajaan dan masyarakat setempat dapat dicapai dalam perlaksanaan program-program pembangunan kerajaan.

Antara isu dan pendapat utama yang telah dikemukakan dalam ketiga-tiga siri seminar tersebut termasuklah keperluan untuk memantau dan menyesuaikan polisi-polisi kerajaan agar lebih bersifat praktikal mengikut keadaan semasa dan boleh diaplikasi oleh golongan inigenous di samping mengambil kira pendapat golongan indigenous dalam merumus dan melaksanakan pelan pembangunan daerah; kerajaan melalui badan bukan kerajaan diminta agar menjalankan kajian bagi mengenal pasti penyebab utama sindrom kemiskinan yang masih membelenggu di kalangan masyarakat indigenous dan kegagalan program bantuan kerajaan bagi mendapatkan gambaran sebenar dan strategi untuk mengatasinya; dan keperluan untuk menyegerakan pembangunan infrastruktur fizikal seperti perhubungan jalanraya terutamanya di kawasan pedalaman yang menghalang usaha penyampaian maklumat dan menghambat rangkaian pemasaran penduduk luar bandar dalam memasarakan hasil produk pertanian mereka. – Winnie Wong, Masneh Abdul Ghani, Anita Limjoon, Jacqueline Koh dan Rufinah Join 
Sustainable development and the future of our earth

Sustainable development is not a new term, having been coined in the 1960s. But in 1972, a group of scientists took this term to a new level when they warned that there were limits to how far human civilization and its demand for resources could get.

In their book, Limits to Growth, they warned that: “If the present unsustainable growth trends in world population, pollution, industrialization, food production and resource depletion continue unchanged, the limits to growth on this planet will be reached within the next 100 years.

Ultimately, this would result in a sudden and uncontrollable decline in population and industrial capacity.  However, it was possible to change this view if society chooses to become one that is materially sufficient, socially equitable and ecologically sustainable.”

In short, one could either choose to “grow and die” or “grow in a sustainable manner”.

The choice has been for sustainability as much has happened since then.  In 1983, the United Nations appointed an international commission to propose strategies for sustainable development.  The result was a 1987 report, Our Common Future.  Also known as the Brundtland Report, it popularised the term sustainable development and defined it as “a form of development and progress which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
This report was a catalyst from many events.  In 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also known as the Rio Earth Summit convened to address urgent problems of environmental protection and socio-economic development.  This led to the:

· Signing of the Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity

· endorsement of the Rio Declaration and the Forest Principles, and

· adoption of Agenda 21.

As a follow-up of the Rio Earth Summit, the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development was created in December 1992.  A five-year review of Earth Summit’s progress took place in 1997 and a ten-year review followed at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa.  Society has also acknowledged that there are conflicts between the interests of economic and environmental development.  Society has strived to curb pollution in industry, adopt recycling in communities, explore new ways of energy efficiency and use of new materials, and practice ecological agriculture, amongst other efforts.

With this in mind, the Institute for Development Studies (Sabah) organized a seminar on Sustainable Development:  What Kind of Earth will our Future Generations Inherit from us?  It was held at Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah on 3 July 2004 under the kind sponsorship of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, Germany.

Chairman of IDS, Tan Sri Pandikar Amin Hj Mulia delivered the welcome address and outlined the objectives of the seminar which was to highlight the challenges in attaining sustainable development and to discuss how best to achieve sustainable development.
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment, Tan Sri Chong Kah Kiat officiated the opening of the seminar.  In his address, the minister noted the many dimensions to sustainable development and these involve:

· conservation and efficient use of resources
· self-motivated and autonomous participation of all stakeholders

· social and economic justice

· technological and institutional aspects, and

· love and respect for all forms of life.

Although sustainable development has been embraced worldwide, it means different things to different people.  The minister observed that while economists are mainly concerned with growth, efficiency and maximum use of resources ecologists are more concerned with safeguarding the integrity of the natural environment, living within Mother Earth’s carrying capacity and dealing effectively with pollution.  Sociologists take a greater interest in dealing with human needs and concepts such as equity, justice, empowerment, social cohesion and cultural identity.
Sustainable development recognises that economic and social development take place within ecological limits, incorporating environmental protection such as resource conservation.  As such, the minister stressed that sustainable solutions can only be found when economic, social and ecological concerns intersect.  He quoted the International Institute for Sustainable Development (Canada) which stated that:  “To be sustainable, development must improve efficiency, protect and restore ecological systems, and enhance the well-being of all peoples.”
The minister remarked that pursing sustainable development goal is a difficult task but sustainable development indicators or SDIs can be used to assist decision and policy-makers to monitor progress and maintain focus.  He gave a few examples of these indicators:
· an example of a social indicator could be population with access to safe drinking water

· an environmental indicator could be forest area as a percent of land area
· an economic indicator could be annual energy consumption per capita

· an institutional indicator could be implementation of ratified global agreements

Tan Sri Chong pointed out that public participation was also required to ensure the successful implementation of sustainable development efforts.  The nine major groups as identified by the United Nations are women; children and youth; indigenous people; non-governmental organisations; local authorities; workers and trade unions; business and industry; scientific and technological communities; and farmers.

Malaysia has taken a proactive stand on sustainable development since achieving Independence in 1957.  Environment and sustainability was a fundamental aspect of the Third Malaysia Plan (1976-1980) with environmental protection added in the Fifth Malaysia Plan (1986-1990), and this continued well into the Sixth and Seventh Malaysia Plans (1991-2000).  In the Seventh Plan (1996-2000), environmental and natural resources issues were further addressed to ensure that development was balanced and sustainable.

Environment was also part of the Second Outline Perspective Plan (1991-2000) development strategies, which called for ‘prudent management of natural resources and the ecology as well as the preservation of natural beauty and a clean environment, to ensure sustainable development for present and future generations’.

The Eighth Malaysia Plan (2001-2005) continued to pursue sustainable development to ensure resilient and long-term growth in an integrated and holistic manner.  The Plan is the first implementation phase of the Third Outline Perspective Plan (2001-2010) which embodies the National Vision Policy objectives of sustainable growth and strengthened economic resilience, among others.

Tan Sri Chong said that this augured well with the nation’s dream of achieving a developed nation status by the year 2020.  He quoted the former Prime Minister’s Vision 2020 which underlines that Malaysia, in her pursuit of economic development, will, ‘ensure that her invaluable natural resources are not wasted.  The land must remain productive and fertile, the atmosphere clear and clean, the water unpolluted, the forest resources capable of regeneration, able to yield the needs of national development.  The beauty of the land must not be desecrated for its own sake or for economic development’.

Tan Sri Chong also highlighted Malaysia’s contribution at the international level.  For example, under the Montreal Protocol, Malaysia’s programme to phase out CFCs (chloro-fluorocarbons) received special recognition.  He said that Malaysia will continue to participate in international agreements whilst incorporating global initiatives to achieve national sustainable development goals.
At the state level, Tan Sri Chong said that Sabah’s economic development has always been linked to the use of natural resources.  This will continue under the Halatuju, which focuses on tourism, agriculture and manufacturing as the State’s economic agenda.  The minister added that in pursuing the state’s economic and development goals for revenue generation and employment opportunities, it was imperative to maintain the integrity of our environment, failure of which is akin to killing the goose that laid the golden egg.

In view of this, Tan Sri Chong said the State Government is committed to achieving the goals of sustainable development.  He cited the Conservation of Environment Enactment, 1996 which requires submission of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for prescribed activities whilst there are specific EIA guidelines for construction on hill slopes (2001).

The State government is also very zealous in conserving her unique and diverse flora and fauna through an established system of terrestrial and marine parks, forest reserves and wildlife sanctuaries.  He said that the Sabah Biodiversity Enactment, 2000 further contributes to the conservation and sustainable use of biological resources.  “A unique feature of this enactment is the requirement of an EIA, which incorporates a social component to cater to the interests of indigenous and local communities,” he added.
At the community level, the minister noted the proactive roles played by certain government entities such as the Environmental Action Committee and environmental NGOs in creating social awareness of sustainable practices such as recycling, composting or use of environmentally-friendly packaging.  “Undoubtedly, this will create a society that cares for the environment and is mindful of the needs of future generations,” he remarked.
About 80 participants from NGOs, the private sector, academia and government organisations participated in the one-day event.

The seminar was divided into two sessions namely:

(i)
Session I:  Lessons learnt and future challenges.  Three papers were presented which highlighted the experiences of developed and developing nations in pursuing sustainable development as well as trends in sustainable consumption.  A case study on unsustainable development specifically the Mamut Copper Mine in Ranau, Sabah was looked into.


(ii)
Session II:  Balancing factors in sustainable development.  An additional three papers which reviewed the difficulty in balancing the economical, environmental and societal aspects of sustainable development as well as the importance and mechanisms required for sustainable management of biological and forest resources.

Participants took full advantage of the 30-minute question and answer sessions after each paper presentation to ask questions, give their comments and seek clarifications.  Topics covered included rehabilitation of Mamut Copper Mine, the mining agreement between the State Government and the mining company, the Mining Enactment, levy on plastic manufacturers, use of biodegradable plastics and other alternatives, destructive consumption patterns of developed countries, closing the gap between the rich and poor, sustainable indicators and the use of biodiversity index and ecological economics to value biodiversity.

Participants also learnt that no society today has yet to fully achieve sustainable development.  Indeed, it is difficult to balance decreasing natural resources and increasing human, social and economic wants and demands.  Certainly, food production, population and consumption of non-renewable resources are increasing exponentially every year.

Sustainable development is a mammoth task requiring willpower and commitment at all levels, from the high-powered politician or industrialist to the man on the street.  One must be dedicated and committed to caring Mother Earth and to treat one another with compassion, justice and fairness.  Indeed, like equality, justice and freedom, it is and ideal that all must try to achieve. – Shirley Fung
ROLE OF NGO’S IN CORRUPTION PREVENTION
Corruption is a social disease that impedes performance, stunts development and economic growth of a country.  It is one of the most severe impediments to development and growth in developing and transition economies, and its phenomenon and roots can be traced to bureaucratic, social and political institutions of a society.

Where corruption has become endemic, development of a country stagnated or even retrogressed.  On the other hand, a country that is relatively corruption-free, embraces good governance practices, enjoys higher levels of development.

The World Bank defines corruption as the “abuse of public office for private gain”, while the Transparency International defines it as “the abuse of entrusted power for private gain happens when an official accepts, solicits, or extorts a bribe.  It is also abused when private agents actively offer bribes to circumvent public policies and processes for competitive advantage and profit.  Public office could also be abused for personal benefit even if bribery does not occur, through patronage and nepotism, cronyism, the theft of states assets, or the predatory diversion of state revenues.
Corruption is engendered by poverty, low salary and absence of strong institutional restraints in the public sector.  It is said that corruption flourishes where distortions in the policy and regulatory regime provide scope for it and where institutions of restraints are weak, leading to misallocation of resources which hurts the poor particularly.  This can undermine peoples’ confidence in government and public institutions that are entrusted to secure and/or protect public assets.
Within the private sector itself, corruption could take place through fraud and bribery.  This situation happens, for instance, when thinly regulated financial system is permeated with fraud, which in turn undermines savings, increases transaction costs and imposes a very high economic cost to the shareholders/depositors/borrowers when it collapses.  Employees in the private sector could also be tempted to abuse their positions by soliciting “under table” payments for routine transaction of loans or use of services by the public.  Private interests also weigh in to exert influence through illegal means to take advantage of opportunities for corruption, and in the absence of strong institutional restraints, officials in public institutions potentially cave in to vested private interests.

Thus, whether it happens in the public or the private sector, corruption drains away resources from the taxpayers and the public that otherwise could have better been channeled into development or personal savings.

There is a perception that when an institution has gone corrupt, with many people working in it practicing corruption, the good ones left may also be tempted to join the bad ones.  They saw no reason to play by the rules when the whole system is corrupt.

Against this backdrop, the Institute for Development Studies (Sabah) and the Consumers Association of Sabah and FT Labuan (CASH) organized the Seminar on the Role of NGO’s in Preventing Corruption.  It was held at the Promenade Hotel, Kota Kinabalu on 20 July 2004.  More than 80 participants comprising government officials, academics, media representatives, NGOs, advocacy groups, community members attended the seminar.  The Konrad Adenauer Foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany sponsored the event.

The main objective of this seminar is to understand the nature and causes of corruption, and to identify the role of NGO’s in curbing corrupt practices.

In his keynote address at the opening of the seminar, the Chief Minister o Sabah, Datuk Musa Hj Aman stressed that all stakeholders, namely the Government, private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) and the community should fight against the abuse of power and corruption in the public and private sectors.

He said that all stakeholders should work together to promoted integrity, transparency and accountability in the private and public sectors.  “As members of the civil society, NGO’s as well as the public should report cases of corruption to the Anti-Corruption Agency,” he emphasized, adding that “NGO’s can build credible platform in their advocacy if they work closely with the Government in fighting corruption.”

Datuk Musa said the Government had activated the State Integrity Committee to complement the nationwide effort to curb corruption, inject new skills, professionalism, as sell as raise the standard of corporate governance.  He said the committee would complement efforts under the National Integrity Plan, which would play an important role in curbing corruption at all level.  The Plan was announced by the Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi in April 2004.

The performance of government enterprises will also be constantly monitored, appraised and improved.  In this context, Datuk Musa said that “the State will consider injecting new skills and professionalism as well as enhancing the standard of corporate governance in these agencies” and “consider introducing Key Performance Indicators in line with the Federal initiative to bring in new professionalism to run government-linked companies (GLCs).”

In improving the performance of the GLCs, the indicators include attendance of board of directors at meetings and regular review of their performance.  “A director of a public-listed company who has failed to attend at least a half of the number of meetings in the calendar year is deemed to have ceased to be a member of the board of directors of that company.  A similar stance could be considered for State GLCs,” the Chief Minister said.
On the role of the press, Datuk Musa said, that it must play a responsible role in a civil society. “It should not allow itself to be used by unscrupulous elements to insinuate or spread false information with malicious intention.”
“Homegrown Malaysian NGOs, I believe, are joined together by their common concern, that is, to serve the community, to fight against injustices as well as to complement government efforts in the overall development process.  Local NGOs are better placed than their foreign counterparts, as they know the traditions, cultures, work ethics, multiethnic character of the Malaysian society and the constraints they have to face,” the Chief Minister added.

Earlier, in his welcoming address, Datuk Dr. Mohd Yaakub Hj. Johari, Executive Director of IDS said corruption has been responsible for the instability of successive governments in many parts of the world particularly in developing and underdeveloped countries such as in African, Latin America and Asian countries.  “Not surprisingly, certain underdeveloped countries which are mired in rampant corruption are still lagging in terms of economic development, indicating that corruption exacts a high toll on their economic development,” he said.

Dr. Yaakub pointed to the dangers of corruption in aggravated nature.  He said, “The consequences of corruption can be very disastrous when the countries affected are already aggravated by civil war, unstable political leadership, high incidence of poverty, and economic subjugation by the more powerful.  Where corruption abounds, there is deemed to be an absence of rule of law governing the proper conduct of human behaviour in public life.  This leads to disintegration of moral code of ethics that place trust on individuals as guardians of public assets.  When corruption is not checked, the goods, services, and development resources meant for the needy are not evenly or equitably distributed, in other words, there is absence of social justice.”

Dr. Yaakub also said that there is a need for a shift in public mindset that the war against corruption is the sole responsibility of the Government.  He said that the fight against abuse of power and corruption should draw support from the lowest stratum of the kampong people, to members of the civil society, private sector and NGO’s, as well as concerned citizens, whereby everybody plays an equally important role to assist government efforts.
He also said that as minders in society, NGO’s should form credible and trustworthy partnerships that cover wide concerns, apart from fighting corruption, such as human rights, consumer rights, environmental protection, peace building, diplomacy, education, awareness building, and other social advocacies.

In his address, KAF Representative to Malaysia, Mr Peter Schier thanked the Chief Minister for officiating at the opening of the seminar, which underlines his administration’s seriousness in curbing corruption.  He added that the KAF-funded IDS seminar is important as a means of promoting awareness on good governance.

Mr Schier said that the role of media in exposing corrupt practices is important in a civil society.  He recalled that in the post-Cold War period in Germany, no corruption was revealed in Parliament, except corruption scandals exposed by the free media.

He added that perpetration of corruptive acts reflected the erosion of ethical and moral values among people, partly caused by the rapid process of globalization and influence of neo-liberal capitalism.  He said that no society in the world is immune to corruption.

“There is therefore a need to restructure education and moral values.  We need to place ethical, social, as well as ecological restrictions on human endeavours (to preempt corruption).  This has bearing on what type of education system and values that we want to promote,” he said.
The full-day seminar saw presentation of six papers as follows:

Paper 1:  Towards High Integrity of the Public Sector in Malaysia by Datuk Zulkipli bin Matnoor, Director General, Anti Corruption Agency Malaysia.

Paper 2:  Fighting Corruption in the Context of Promoting Good Governance by Tunku Abdul Aziz Tunku Ibrahim, President, The Kuala Lumpur Society for Transparency and Integrity.

Paper 3:  Priming NGO Networks at the National Level to Fight Corruption:  Issues and Prospects by Prof Datuk Hamdan Adnan, Advisor/Past President, Federation of Malaysian Consumers’ Association (FOMCA).

Paper 4:  Mobilisasi Rakyat untuk Memerangi Gejala Rasuah by Encik Patrick Sindu, President, Consumers’ Association of Sabah and FT Lauban (CASH).

Paper 5:  Media-NGO’s Partnership in Curbing Corruption by Encik Joniston Bangkuai, President, Sabah Journalist Association.
Paper 6:  Empowering the NGO’s in Advocacy against Corruption:  A Legal Perspective by Dr. David Fung, Chairman of Court Practice, Sabah Law Association.

The morning and afternoon sessions were chaired by Tan Sri Datuk Seri Panglima Simon Sipaun, Vice-Chairman, Human Rights Commission of Malaysia ( SUHAKAM), and Datuk Wong Khen Thau, President of Federation of Sabah Manufacturers, respectively. – Ramlan Goddos
