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ANTARABANGSA 

INTERNATIONAL 

World Bank cuts global growth 
outlook as rich economies stumble: 
The World Bank cut its outlook for 
global growth as business spending 
sags in advanced economies 
including the U.S., while commodity 
exporters in emerging markets 
struggle to adjust to low prices. 
World gross domestic product will 
grow by 2.4 percent this year, an 
“insipid” pace that’s unchanged from 
2015 and down from the 2.9 percent 
estimated in January, the 
Washington-based development bank 
said Tuesday in its semiannual 
Global Economic Prospects 
report. Growth will pick up to 2.8 
percent in 2017, the lender projected. 
(7 June, Bloomberg) 

Uncertainty for UK trade outside 
EU, says WTO chief: The UK 
outside the European Union would 
face uncertain trade relations, 
according to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). In a BBC 
interview, the WTO's director general, 
Roberto Azevedo, said Britain would 
not have the same negotiating 
leverage as the EU. Britain could 
have to impose £9bn worth of 
additional tariffs on imports, raising 
the cost of living. Exporters could 
face an extra £5bn of tariffs on their 
sales abroad. (7 June, BBC News) 

Japan’s GDP grows more than 
initial reading in 1st quarter: 
Japan’s economy grew slightly more 
than the government initially reported 
for the first quarter, helped by a 
fractional revision in private 
consumption and business investment 

that dropped less than first thought. 
Gross domestic product expanded by 
an annualized 1.9 percent in the three 
months ended March 31, more than a 
preliminary reading of 1.7 percent, 
according to revised data from the 
Cabinet Office released on 
Wednesday. The median estimate of 
economists surveyed by Bloomberg 
was for a 1.9 percent increase. (7 
June, Bloomberg) 

Euro-Area economy grows faster 
as consumption gathers pace: The 
euro-area economy grew faster than 
previously estimated at the start of 
the year, driven by investment and a 
pickup in consumer spending. Gross 
domestic product rose 0.6 percent in 
the first quarter, the European 
Union’s statistics office in 
Luxembourg, said on Tuesday. 
That’s the rate Eurostat initially 
reported on April 29 before revising 
growth down to 0.5 percent on May 
13. After growing at the fastest pace 
in a year, the European Central Bank 
predicts the 19-nation economy will 
slow in the second quarter, with 
inflation rates likely to remain very 
low or even negative. (6 June, 
Bloomberg) 

UK inflation rate unchanged at 0.3% 
in May: The UK's inflation rate, as 
measured by the Consumer Prices 
Index, was unchanged in May at 
0.3%, figures show. The Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) said the 
rate was kept low as a fall in the price 
of clothing offset rising transport 
costs. The Bank of England has an 
inflation target of 2%, but has failed 
to meet this for more than two years. 
Analysts said the low rate of inflation 
meant it was unlikely the Bank would 
raise interest rates for some time. (14 
June, BBC News) 

China’s economy steadies even as 
investment growth slows: China’s 
economy steadied in May as factory 
production held up and consumers 
and the government offered support 
against diminishing growth in private 
investment, which has been hurt by 
declines in old-line industries such as 
coal. Bloomberg’s monthly tracker 
for gross domestic product growth 
showed a 6.9 percent gain for May, 
little changed from April and 
comfortably within the leadership’s 
annual target for 2016. The gauge, 
updated after monthly data Monday, 
had swung from around 6.3 percent 
in the first two months of the year to 

7.1 percent in March, when a lending 
spree juiced growth. (13 June, 
Bloomberg) 

New Zealand economy expands 
faster than forecast; Kiwi jumps: 
New Zealand’s economic growth was 
stronger than economists forecast last 
quarter as construction boomed and a 
rising population increased demand 
for health-care services. The local 
dollar surged. Gross domestic 
product grew 0.7 percent in the first 
quarter from the final three months of 
2015, when it rose 0.9 percent, 
Statistics New Zealand said in 
Wellington Thursday. The expansion 
exceeded the 0.5 percent median 
forecast of 15 economists surveyed 
by Bloomberg. Annual GDP growth 
accelerated to 2.8 percent from 2.3 
percent. (15 June, Bloomberg) 

German economy had good start to 
second-quarter, upswing to 
continue - finance ministry: The 
German economy had a good start to 
the second quarter and its upswing is 
likely to continue albeit at a slower 
pace than in the first three months of 
the year, the Finance Ministry said on 
Monday. Europe’s largest economy 
grew 0.7 percent between January 
and March, its strongest quarterly 
rate in two years, as soaring private 
consumption, higher construction 
investment and state spending on 
migrants more than offset weak 
foreign trade. The government 
expects domestic demand to drive an 
overall economic expansion of 1.7 
percent in 2016, on a par with last 
year. (19 June, Reuters) 

The corner of Russia’s economy 
where crisis rages unabated: As 
Russia’s government counts the 
months to an economic rebound, a 
bellwether of investment is nearing 
levels of distress last seen during the 
throes of a recession seven years ago. 
The value of construction works 
plunged 9 percent from a year earlier 
in May, the worst showing since 
October, even as industrial 
production grew for a second month 
and consumer indicators from real 
wages to unemployment improved. A 
gauge of business confidence in 
construction dropped to minus 19 last 
quarter, only two points above the 
trough reached in 2009, according to 
a report by an institute at the Higher 
School of Economics in Moscow. (26 
June, Bloomberg) 
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 NATIONAL 
NASIONAL 

 
World Bank: Malaysia GDP to 
grow 4.4% in 2016: Malaysia’ss 
economy remains resilient, with the 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
projected to grow 4.4% in 2016 and 
4.5% in 2017, said the World Bank. 
The outlook reflects a gradual 
deceleration in private consumption 
in Malaysia due to softening of the 
labour market and continued 
adjustments to fiscal consolidation. 
Private investment is also expected to 
slow as commodity prices and global 
economic growth remain subdued, 
according to the World Bank's 
Malaysia Economic Monitor, 
launched in Kuala Lumpur on 
Thursday. (30 June, The Star) 

Malaysia to launch global 

campaign to drive export growth: 
The National Export Council (NEC) 

has formulated several initiatives to 

promote public-private partnerships 

in the quest to drive Malaysia's 

export growth, including through a 

global campaign. The initiatives were 

presented at the NEC meeting chaired 

by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib 

Tun Razak here (Putrajaya) today. 

The Malaysia External Trade 

Development Corporation 

(MATRADE) said the programme 

would entail promoting Malaysia’s 

capabilities in areas such as trade, 

investment, tourism, education and 

healthcare to clusters of global 

citizens. (13 June, Bernama) 

Malaysia clinches 3rd position in 

2016 Global Retail Development 

Index: Malaysia has jumped six 

spots to the third position in the A.T. 

Kearney 2016 Global Retail 

Development Index (GRDI) - the 

highest since the index started in 

2001. Increased investment from 

regional and international retailers 

coupled with a booming market for 

small-format grocers and 

hypermarkets has helped boost the 

sector’s growth in the country, said 

the consulting firm in a statement. 

The GRDI ranks the top 30 

developing countries for retail 

investment worldwide. The Index 

analyses 25 macroeconomic and 

retail-specific variables to help 

retailers devise successful global 

strategies to identify emerging 

market investment opportunities. (6 

June, Business Times) 

Implementation of B10 programme 

will put Malaysia on par with 

global mandates: MBA: The 

implementation of the biodiesel 10 

per cent blend (B10) programme 

starting this month will put Malaysia 

on par with the national biodiesel 

mandates implemented in other 

countries. In a statement today, the 

Malaysian Biodiesel Association 

(MBA) said there was no issue with 

respect to engine warranty for 

vehicles using higher than seven per 

cent biodiesel blends. (15 June, 

Bernama) 

Labour productivity to grow by 

2.5pct-3.5pct in 2016: Mustapa 

Mohamed: Malaysia’s labour 

productivity is expected to grow 

between 2.5 and 3.5 per cent this year 

said International Trade and Industry 

Minister Datuk Seri Mustapa 

Mohamed. Last year it grew by 3.3 

per cent where productivity per hours 

improved to RM 34.90. The five-year 

development strategy of the 11th 

Malaysia Plan has earmarked 

productivity as the game changer to 

achieve inclusive and sustainable 

growth. The target is to achieve a 3.7 

per cent productivity growth during 

this period. (16 June, Business 

Times) 

Malaysia records RM37.3b 

approved investments from Jan-

March: Malaysia recorded RM37.3 

billion of approved investments in the 

services, manufacturing and primary 

sectors in the first three months of the 

year. International Trade and Industry 

Minister Datuk Seri Mustapa 

Mohamed said Malaysia remains a 

competitive investment location for 

foreign investors, with an increase of 

28 per cent in the first quarter. Year-

on-year, foreign direct investments 

(FDI) increased to RM12.8 billion in 

the first quarter from RM10.0 billion 

in the corresponding period of 2015. 

(17 June, Business Times) 

Malaysia will explore bilateral 

FTA with the UK: Mustapa: 
Malaysia will explore the possibility 

of having a bilateral free trade 

agreement with the United Kingdom 

said International Trade and Industry 

Minister Datuk Seri Mustapa 

Mohamed. The UK may no longer be 

part of the currently negotiated 

Malaysia-EU FTA but Malaysia will 

explore the possibility of having a 

separate bilateral FTA with the 

country. Brexit, he said, will have 

minimal impact on Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI), as they are 

normally long-term in nature and 

exchange rate volatility is usually 

priced into the FDI-related contracts. 

(24 June, Business Times) 

MITI to streamline investment 

promotion agencies: The Ministry 

of International Trade and Industry 

(MITI) will streamline its investment 

promotion agencies (IPAs), making 

them more focused on their objective 

of attracting investments. Minister 

Datuk Seri Mustapa Mohamed said 

apart from the Malaysian Investment 

Development Authority (MIDA) as 

the leader in attracting investments to 

Malaysia, there are also IPAs for 

economic corridors such as the 

Sarawak Corridor of Renewable 

Energy (SCORE), East Coast 

Economic Region (ECER), North 

Coast Economic Region (ECER), 

Iskandar Malaysia as well as Greater 

KL’s InvestKL. (28 June, Bernama) 

Malaysian economy on stronger 

footing in 2H: UOB: The Malaysian 

economy will likely recover at a 

gradual pace in the second half of the 

year, underpinned by the effects of 

mega infrastructure capital spending 

and the government's growth 

stabilisation measures. UOB Bank 

economist Julia Goh has projected 

the gross domestic product to grow 

by 4.4 per cent in the second half of 

the year from an average four per 

cent in the first half of the year, 

bringing in the average growth at 4.2 

per cent. The government has also in 

place several stablisation measures 

which could boost the nominal GDP 

by at least one per cent, she added. (7 

June, Business Times) 

 Malaysia to monitor impact in 

next 2 years: Malaysia will monitor 

the unfolding events in the next two 

years as Britain heads out of the 

European Union (EU). In the 

immediate term, however, there were 

unlikely to be major disruptions to 

trade and investment, said 

International Trade and Industry 

Minister Datuk Seri Mustapa 

Mohamed.  “It’s too early to tell… 

but at the moment, business is as 

usual,” he said after the 15th 

anniversary celebration of Scope 

International (M) Sdn Bhd, here 

(Kuala Lumpur), yesterday. (28 June, 

Business Times) 
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 LOCAL 
TEMPATAN 

  
Making Sabah tops in agri and 

seafood: The Federation of Sabah 

Industry (FSI) with the help of the 

State Government is doing its utmost 

to make Sabah a major exporter of 

agriculture and maritime products in 

the future. FSI has made several 

major decisions and also taken 

initiatives to pave the way for the 

realisation of the noble ambition. 

“Last month FSI together with the 

SME's in Taiwan has agreed to 

establish the KK-Taipie Business 

Council. The official ceremony of the 

formation of the council was held in 

Taipie,” FSI Chairman Datuk Mohd 

Basro Abd Gafar.  He said the smart 

partnership comprising of more than 

200 members will be working closely 

to identify possible business joint 

venture projects and further enhance 

economic activities. (26 June, Daily 

Express) 

 

RM6m Kudat Port upgrade: Sabah 

Ports Authority has recently allocated 

RM6 million to upgrade the Kudat 

Port facilities. Minister of Special 

Tasks Datuk Teo Chee Kang said the 

Kudat Port was built in the 60s and in 

need for an upgrade to meet current 

demands. He said this after attending 

a briefing on the port at the Kudat 

Port Authority here.  Also present 

were Suria Capital Group Chairman 

Datuk Faisyal Diego, Suria Capital 

chief executive officer Ng Kiat Ming, 

Political Secretary to the minister 

Peter Chong, Liaison Secretary to the 

minister Albert Kok and Tanjong 

Kapor Community Development 

Leader (PPM) Datuk Peter Chin. (26 

June, Daily Express) 

 

Set for Tg Aru’s transformation: 
The first phase of the billion-ringgit 

Tanjung Aru Eco Development 

(TAED) project designed to 

transform Sabah into a premier 

tourism destination in the region is 

scheduled to commence early next 

year. Among the features to expect at 

the waterfront development that, 

unlike elsewhere in Malaysia is 

equidistant to both the international 

airport and the city centre, include the 

experience of walking in a rainforest, 

a marina, cycling in dedicated lanes, 

facilities for beach football and 

volleyball, a children’s playground 

and an amphitheatre for hosting 

events and performances. All these 

would see thousands of jobs created 

for Sabahans in the hospitality, 

tourism and retail industries. (29 

June, Daily Express) 

The future is still bright for 

Sabah’s tourism industry: The 

Sabah tourism industry is set to 

march into a brighter future after 

enduring two challenging years as 

statistics now show positive signals 

for the next six to nine months. Sabah 

Association of Tour & Travel Agents 

(SATTA) chairman Dato Seri 

Winston Liaw said based on 

statistics, in the first quarter of this 

year tourist arrivals to Sabah have 

increased by 5.24 per cent compared 

to the same period of last year. (20 

June, New Sabah Times) 

Projek PR1MA Borneo Cove, 999 

unit dijangka siap pada 2018: 
Projek Perumahan PR1MA Borneo 

Cove yang membabitkan 999 unit 

rumah dengan kos RM269.62 juta 

bakal siap mengikut jadual pada 

2018. Menteri di Jabatan Perdana 

Menteri, Tan Sri Joseph Kurup 

berkata beliau amat gembira dengan 

perkembangan positif ke atas 

pembinaan projek perumahan 

PR1MA di sini (Sandakan). 

“Lawatan kerja ini adalah untuk 

memantau projek di bawah Aku Janji 

bagi melihat perkembangan projek 

berkenaan seperti disarankan oleh 

Perdana Menteri,” katanya, sambil 

menyatakan PR1MA Borneo Cove 

pernah dilawatnya tahun lepas. (5 

Jun, Utusan Borneo) 

Balung animal feed mill to be 

catalyst: CM: The construction of an 

oil palm-based Balung Animal Feed 

Mill (BAFM), near here (Tawau), by 

Kumpulan Sawit Kinabalu will be the 

catalyst to the growth of the livestock 

industry which is one of the 

important sectors for economic 

growth for Sabah and the country. 

Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa 

Aman said such development is also 

in line with the State’s halatuju to 

increase food supply and reduce 

reliance on imported meat. 

“Production of livestock feedlot from 

the factory could reduce importation 

of meat and cut down the flow of 

exchange currency and the most 

important thing is that this 

establishment could boost the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) of the 

nation,” he said, after officiating the 

Balung Animal Feed Mill, Monday. 

(28 June, Daily Express) 

 

Kerajaan Sabah peruntuk 

RM200,000 untuk naik taraf 

masjid At-Takwa Kota Marudu: 
Kerajaan Sabah meluluskan 

peruntukan RM200,000 untuk 

menaik taraf Masjid At-Takwa, Kota 

Marudu, kata Ketua Menteri Datuk 

Seri Musa Aman. “Kita (kerajaan 

negeri) bersetuju untuk meluluskan 

peruntukan untuk tujuan menaik taraf 

masjid ini seperti yang diminta oleh 

Ketua Bahagian UMNO Kota 

Marudu Datuk Wetrom@Mohd Fikri 

Bahanda,” katanya. Beliau berkata 

demikian ketika berucap pada Majlis 

Berbuka Puasa UMNO Zon 1 (Kota 

Belud, Tuaran, Kudat, dan Kota 

Marudu), di sini (Kota Marudu) hari 

ini. (21 Jun, Bernama) 

FSI to make Sabah as major 

exporter of agriculture, maritime 

products: The Federation of Sabah 

Industry (FSI) with the help of the 

State government is doing its utmost 

to make Sabah a major exporter of 

agriculture and maritime products in 

the future. FSI has made several 

major decisions and also taken 

initiatives to pave the way for the 

realisation of the noble ambition. 

“Last month, FSI together with the 

SME’s in Taiwan has agreed to 

establish the KK-Taipei Business 

Council. The official ceremony of the 

formation of the council was held in 

Taipei,” FSI Chairman Datuk Mohd 

Basro Abd Gafar said. (21 June, New 

Sabah Times) 

Tamparuli-Ranau road in phase 2: 
The Pan Borneo Highway project 

would only include the Tamparuli-

Ranau road in the second phase of its 

implementation because of the 

various considerations that must be 

taken into account. “Many people 

have approached me and asked why 

the road is not included in the first 

phase when it is an important and 

busy route, even now. "But they must 

understand that building the highway, 

which is a four-lane highway, must 

take many concerns into 

consideration,” said Science, 

Technology and Innovation Minister 

Datuk Seri Wilfred Madius Tangau. 

(12 June, Daily Express) 
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FAKTA MUTAKHIR 

 

 

Malaysia report on survey of manufacturing industries 2015 

 

 
(Source: 29 June, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

 
(Source: 24 June, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

Monthly rubber statistics Malaysia, April 2016 

 

 
(Source: 13 June, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 
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(Source: 10 June, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

 
(Source: 3 June, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 


