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ANTARABANGSA 

INTERNATIONAL 

G7: Brexit ‘risk to global growth’: 
A declaration at the G7 meeting in 
Japan says a vote by the UK to leave 
the European Union would pose a 
“serious threat to global growth”. In 
their final statement, the group 
warned that a UK exit from the EU 
would reverse the trend of increased 
global trade, investment and jobs. 
The meeting brings together the 
world’s leading seven industrialised 
nations. The closing communiqué 
sets out their consensus on the 
challenges to the global economy and 
security situation. (27 May, BBC 
News) 

World tourism rises faster than 
trade for fourth year: The UN 
World Tourism Organisation says 
tourism spending has outpaced global 
trade for the fourth year in a row. The 
US followed by China are the world's 
most popular destinations, followed 
by France and Spain. According to 
the UNWTO's figures, released 
earlier this month, international 
tourism grew by 4% in 2015 
generating $1.4trn ($966bn). In 
comparison, global trade increased by 
just 2.8% in 2015 according to the 
World Trade Organisation. (31 May, 
BBC News) 

China’s exports and imports slow 
more than expected: New fears 
about the health of China's economy 
have been sparked by figures 
showing that both exports and 
imports fell more than expected last 
month. Exports fell 1.8% compared 
with April last year, according to 

official figures, reversing a recovery 
in March. Imports sank by 10.9% 
compared with the same month in 
2015. That marked the 18th 
consecutive monthly decline, 
suggesting that domestic demand 
remains weak despite a rise in 
infrastructure spending. (8 May, BBC 
News) 

Japan May factory activity shrinks 
most in over three years as orders 
slump: flash PMI: Japanese 
manufacturing activity contracted at 
the fastest pace in more than three 
years in May as new orders slumped, 
a preliminary survey showed on 
Monday, putting fresh pressure on 
the government and central bank to 
offer additional economic stimulus. 
The Markit/Nikkei Flash Japan 
Manufacturing Purchasing Managers 
Index (PMI) fell to 47.6 in May on a 
seasonally adjusted basis, from a 
final 48.2 in April. (22 May, Reuters) 

Singapore economy gets temporary 
boost from manufacturing: 
Singapore‟s economy performed 
better in the first quarter than the 
government had earlier estimated, led 
by a surge in manufacturing that may 
not be repeated as exports remain 
under pressure. Gross domestic 
product expanded an annualized 0.2 
percent from the previous three 
months, the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry in an e-mailed statement on 
Wednesday. That compares with the 
department‟s April estimate of zero 
percent and the median forecast of 
0.6 percent in a Bloomberg News 
survey of 12 economists. (24 May, 
Bloomberg) 

Germany just got almost all of its 
power from renewable energy: 
Clean power supplied almost all of 
Germany‟s power demand for the 
first time on Sunday, marking a 
milestone for Chancellor Angela 
Merkel‟s “Energiewende” policy to 
boost renewables while phasing out 
nuclear and fossil fuels. Solar and 
wind power peaked at 2 p.m. local 
time on Sunday, allowing renewables 
to supply 45.5 gigawatts as demand 
was 45.8 gigawatts, according to 
provisional data by Agora 
Energiewende, a research institute in 
Berlin. Power prices turned negative 
during several 15-minute periods 

yesterday, dropping as low as minus 
50 euros ($57) a megawatt-hour, 
according to data from Epex Spot. 
(16 May, Bloomberg) 

Australia injects a double dose of 
economic stimulus: Australia‟s 
economy received a double shot of 
stimulus as the government handed 
down an expansionary budget hours 
after the central bank eased policy for 
the first time in a year. Treasurer 
Scott Morrison unveiled a plan on 
Tuesday to cut company taxes, boost 
infrastructure spending and provide 
income-tax relief, as he forecast a 
A$37.1 billion ($28.1 billion) deficit 
in the 12 months through June 2017. 
The fiscal blueprint, aimed at 
boosting jobs and growth just two 
months before an election, followed 
the Reserve Bank of Australia‟s 
decision to cut interest rates to a 
record low 1.75 percent. (3 May, 
Bloomberg) 

East EU’s growth slows more than 
expected on ebbing EU aid flow: 
Growth in the European Union‟s 
biggest eastern economies slowed 
more last quarter than economists 
expected, as household spending 
failed to offset waning aid funds and 
weakening export demand. The 
economies of Poland and Hungary 
unexpectedly contracted from 
January to March compared with the 
previous three months and Slovakia‟s 
expansion failed to match 
economists‟ projections, according to 
flash estimates released Friday by 
national statistics offices. (13 May, 
Bloomberg) 

Russian economy springs surprise 
as Central Bank won’t rush cuts: 
Russia‟s economy contracted less 
than forecast in the first quarter, with 
the central banker overseeing 
monetary policy signaling that 
cheaper borrowing costs won‟t boost 
growth. Gross domestic product fell 
1.2 percent from a year earlier after a 
decline of 3.8 percent in the previous 
three months, the Federal Statistics 
Service said on Monday. That was 
less than all but one forecast of 22 
analysts in a Bloomberg survey, 
whose median was for a contraction 
of 2 percent. The Economy Ministry 
in Moscow had projected a 1.4 
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percent decrease. (15 May, 
Bloomberg) 

 NATIONAL 
NASIONAL 

 
PM: Malaysians can be world 

leaders: The success of Malaysian 

companies in overseas markets 

proves that Malaysians can be world 

leaders and world beaters, said Prime 

Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak. 

Citing the regeneration of Battersea 

Power Station and Eco World 

International Bhd‟s (EWI) three 

property developments in London as 

examples, Najib said such 

investments contribute to the 

government‟s plan to raise 

Malaysia‟s status to a high-income 

nation by 2020. “Projects like this all 

contribute to our plan to raise 

Malaysia to high- income nation 

status in several years and show that 

Malaysians can be world leaders and 

world beaters, wherever they are 

building, working, trading, teaching, 

or however they are participating in 

local societies and economies,” he 

said. (17 May, Business Times) 

Malaysia to deliver on economic 

plan despite uncertain times: PM: 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun 

Razak says Malaysia is committed to 

delivering on its long-term economic 

plan despite uncertain times. “We are 

doing our best in terms of growth, 

strong growth,” he said in his address 

at Bursa Malaysia's private breakfast 

session with fund managers. He said 

the government would continue to 

assist the engine of growth, which is 

the private sector, in their activities. 

(16 May, Bernama) 

Malaysia ranks No 2 in Asia and 

No 5 globally for infrastructure 

investment: Malaysia ranks number 

two in terms of its attractiveness for 

infrastructure investment in Asia. It 

now sits in fifth place globally in the 

third edition of the Global 

Infrastructure Investment Index, 

according to Arcadis, a global design 

and consultancy firm. According to 

the report, Malaysia‟s strong 

economic performance and continued 

long-term investment in 

infrastructure have made the market 

attractive for private/inward 

investment. The government‟s 11th 

Malaysia Plan, published in May 

2015, emphasised the importance of 

infrastructure in achieving Malaysia‟s 

transformation into a fully developed 

nation by 2020. (3 May, Business 

Times) 

Malaysia must be the bridge for 

ASEAN to increase commercial 

linkages: Given its unique location 

as the centre of ASEAN, Malaysia 

must play an important role of 

becoming a strategic bridge to raise 

regional trade and investment for its 

nine other partners, says Qi Group of 

Companies Founder and Executive 

Chairman Datuk Seri Vijay Eswaran. 

“Malaysia currently has a population 

of only about 30 million people but 

combined with its ASEAN members 

there are 600 million. We have to 

recognise that our strongest 

fundamental economic strength lies 

in this region. (31 May, Bernama) 

Msia’s net int’l investment position 

drops to RM10.9 billion in Q1: 
Malaysia‟s net international 

investment position dropped at the 

end of first quarter with a lower net 

assets position of RM10.9 billion 

from RM110.3 billion at the end of 

last year. The Statistics Department 

said Malaysian- owned assets abroad 

decreased by RM111.0 billion to 

stand at RM1,555.6 billion. Foreign-

owned assets in Malaysia decreased 

with a smaller amount of RM11.6 

billion to record RM1,544.7 billion. 

In terms of direct investment abroad, 

stock totalled RM528.8 billion at the 

end of the first quarter from RM587.5 

billion in the previous quarter. (20 

May, Business Times) 

 Exports rebound by 1pct in Q1: 

MITI: Exports rebounded by one 

percent during the first quarter of 

2016 compared to a decline during 

the same period a year ago. The trade 

surplus registered a double digit 

growth of 12.2 per cent during the 

first three months to reach a value of 

RM346.38 billion. The International 

Trade and Industry Ministry said for 

March, exports rose marginally while 

imports decreased by 5.5 per cent 

with total trade recorded at a decline 

of 2.5 per cent. . In March 2016, 

exports of manufactured goods 

increased mainly due to higher 

demand for manufactures of metal 

especially nickel, machinery, 

equipment and parts, optical and 

scientific equipment, processed food, 

textiles, apparels and footwear, 

chemicals and chemical products as 

well as electrical and electronic 

products (E&E). (6 May, Business 

Times) 

Malaysian fruits, agro products a 

hit in Finland: Malaysian exotic 

fruits and agro-industry products 

have a huge market potential in 

Finland following an overwhelming 

response received from customers 

and purchasers during their 

promotional activity. Organised by 

the Malaysian Agriculture 

Representative Office in the Hague 

(PPP The Hague) in the Netherlands, 

the promotion was held at an outlet of 

the K-Citymarket, the biggest 

hypermarket chain here on May 6 

and 7. It arrayed carambola 

(starfruit), mangosteen, mango, red 

dragon fruit, jackfruit, pineapple and 

papaya, as well as agro-industry 

products such as Agromas White 

Coffee, Agromas Seri Kaya Madu, 

Agromas Kuah Rojak Madu, 

Agromas Kuah Kacang and Coconut 

Chunk. (9 May, Business Times) 

Islamic banks in Malaysia have 

better asset quality than Indonesia: 

Moody’s: Islamic banks in Malaysia 

are able to outperform their 

Indonesian counterparts in terms of 

asset growth and growth stability, 

says Moody‟s Investors Service. 

“The outperformance of Malaysian 

Islamic banks reflects to a large part 

the Malaysian banks‟ more 

established franchises, deeper market 

penetration, and long-standing 

regulatory support” says its senior 

analyst Simon Chen. Banks in both 

the neighbouring countries are 

recording slower growth in Islamic 

financing, reflecting the broader 

slowdown in their respective 

economies. (10 May, Business 

Times) 

Malaysia gearing up for more 

tourists: It is going to be a very busy 

year for the tourism industry as the 

country prepares for a surge of tourist 

arrivals. Malaysia is gearing itself to 

welcome 30.5 million tourists with a 

targeted revenue of RM103 billion 

this year. The influx is expected to be 

driven by the emergence of the Open 

Skies policy in Asean, which will see 

more tourists in the region travelling 

to Malaysia to discover the country‟s 

wonders. Asean member countries 

were definitely on Tourism 

Malaysia‟s radar this year, said 

director-general Datuk Seri Mirza 
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Mohammad Taiyab. (21 May, 

Business Times) 

 LOCAL 
TEMPATAN 

  
Sabah’s growth potential certain: 

Expert: Activities in the tourism, 

exports and downstream coupled 

with several multi-million 

infrastructure developments will see 

Sabah positioned for a unique 

opportunities for growth over the 

next few years, a Bank Negara 

economist said. Yeam Shin Yau said 

Sabah is positioned to tap into the 

downstream activities of the oil and 

gas and palm oil, while increase 

exports into the Asean region and at 

the same time improve its tourism 

arrivals. He said such opportunities 

come along with a number of 

infrastructure development projects 

on the cards such as upgrades of the 

local ports, the implementation of the 

Pan-Borneo project that was 

launched in April, as well as the 

upcoming aviation hub master plan 

which is currently in the planning 

stages. (26 May, Daily Express) 

 

Timber still ‘most profitable: 

Forestry is still relevant to Sabah‟s 

economy and the timber industry is 

still the most profitable industry in 

forestry compared to the palm oil 

industry, said Sabah Forestry 

Department director, Datuk Sam 

Mannan. Sam said that an analysis 

produced by the Forestry Department 

indicates that planting of high quality 

woods in ten years would generate 

more income than planting palm oil 

in ten years. “Both timber and oil 

palm would generate about 

RM80,000 per hectare after ten years, 

but oil palm require far more input 

(cost) compared to timber. Oil palm 

is also affected by many physical 

factors such as climate change, which 

could be costly,” he said, adding that 

the timber industry is still the „king‟ 

in Sabah. (22 May, The Borneo Post) 

15,000 China tourists expected: 
Sabah is expected to receive close to 

15,000 tourists from China via direct 

charter flight between July and 

August this year, who will bring in 

RM30 million in tourism receipts for 

the State. Malaysia Airlines Berhad, 

New Era of Guangxi Tourism 

Corporation Nanning Branch and 

Borneo Airworld Sdn Bhd signed 

several Memorandum of Agreement 

(MoA) yesterday to mount a series of 

charter flights from Guiyang, 

Changsha, Nanjing and Hefei, China 

to Sabah. The signing ceremony was 

witnessed by Sabah Tourism Board 

(STB) chairman, Datuk Joniston 

Bangkuai. (6 May, The Borneo Post) 

Sabah government outranks other 

states in providing online services: 
The Sabah government has outranked 

the other state governments when it 

comes to providing online services. 

Sukau assemblyman Datuk Saddi 

Abdul Rahman said this was based 

on the Online Services Status Report 

released by the Malaysian 

Administrative Modernisation and 

Management Planning Unit 

(MAMPU) on Jan 12, last year. He 

said Sabah was ranked first in the 

online government services category 

as it had provided 91.39 per cent of 

its services online. (25 May, The 

Borneo Post) 

RM385,700 Sabah travel packages 

sold in Singapore: Sabah is still one 

of Singapore‟s quick getaway spots, 

with the private sector continuing to 

sell Sabah packages at the island 

state, according to Sabah Tourism 

Board director Alexander Yee. Yee, 

who led the Sabah delegation during 

a three-day Travel Malaysia Fair in 

Singapore last month, reported that 

agents and hoteliers made an 

estimated combined sales of 

RM385,700 worth of packages, 

which included follow-up on 

inquiries received prior to the trade 

show. “There are a total of 14 direct 

flights by Silk Air and AirAsia 

connecting Singapore to Kota 

Kinabalu weekly, or about 2,300 

seats. Singaporeans are attracted to 

our islands and beaches, Mount 

Kinabalu as well as the diving spots 

around Sabah,” said Yee. (10 May, 

The Borneo Post) 

State Govt committed to boosting 

education devt – Musa: The State 

Government has always been 

committed and worked closely with 

the Education Ministry and 

Department in boosting education 

development in Sabah, said Chief 

Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman. He 

said this included its effort to give 

special emphasis on providing better 

infrastructure in the rural areas to 

eliminate the educational gap 

between the rural and urban 

communities. “The State Government 

has always fully supported the effort 

by the Federal Government carried 

out through the Ministry of Education 

to improve the education sector in 

line with one of the National Key 

Result Areas (NKRA), which is to 

enhance access to quality and capable 

education,” he said during the State 

Government Appreciation Dinner in 

conjunction the 45th Teachers‟ Day 

hosted at the Federal Administration 

Complex here last night. (16 May, 

The Borneo Post) 

MOTAC mulls expanding tagal as 

ecotourism products: The Ministry 

of Tourism and Culture (MOTAC) 

Sabah office is mulling with the idea 

to develop the traditional tagal 

practice as one of the ecotourism 

products. Its director, Ag Ahmad 

Zaki Abu Bakar said the plan came 

about after MOTAC successfully 

organised a three-day tagal marathon 

programme on May 20, in 

collaboration with the Faculty of 

Business, Economics and Accounting 

(FBEA) of Universiti Malaysia Sabah 

(UMS). “It was a first of its kind 

when we went to see eight unique 

tagal sites within three days and two 

nights. (24 May, New Sabah Times) 

State to take proactive steps in 

expanding educational 

opportunities: The State government 

through the Sabah Foundation (or 

Yayasan Sabah) will take proactive 

steps in exploring and expanding 

educational opportunities both locally 

and abroad. Chief Minister Datuk 

Seri Musa Haji Aman said both the 

State and Federal governments were 

committed to the development and 

strengthening of the education system 

in Sabah. “Yayasan Sabah will 

continue to sponsor students pursuing 

medical, engineering and other 

professional courses and continue to 

work with public and private 

institutions of higher learning,” he 

said. (24 May, New Sabah Times) 

Pelbagai prasarana pembangunan 

tingkat pendapatan sosioekonomi 

golongan muda: Pelbagai prasarana 

pembangunan disediakan oleh 

kerajaan negeri dalam meningkat 

pendapatan sosioekonomi golongan 

muda serta suri rumah di luar dan di 

bandar. Pembantu Menteri 

Pembangunan Luar Bandar Datuk 

Nilwan Kabang berkata, peluang 

yang ada perlu direbut oleh golongan 
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berkenaan dan jangan mengharapkan 

bantuan semata-mata. (12 Mei, New 

Sabah Times) 

 

SELECTED FACTS AND FIGURES 
FAKTA MUTAKHIR 

 

 

 
(Source: 4 May, Business Times) 

 

 

 
(Source: 29 May, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

 

Malaysia principal statistics of rubber, March 2016 

 

 
(Source: 12 May, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 
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(Source: 12 May, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

 

 
(Source: 20 May, Department of Statistics Malaysia) 

 

 


